
Dear [Trip Organiser/Headteacher],
As a parent, I’m thrilled that our children have the opportunity to travel abroad and experience new cultures through school trips. These experiences are invaluable—but I’d like to raise an important concern regarding the safety of coach travel, particularly on long or overnight journeys.
Recent campaigns, including BUSK UK's Nightcap initiative, have highlighted serious risks associated with driver fatigue. Alarmingly, some coach drivers may be awake for over 30 hours by the time they arrive back in the UK, driving students home - sometimes without proper rest or private sleeping arrangements. This is not just uncomfortable for the driver. It’s dangerous for everyone on board.
I understand that travel costs are a major consideration, but I believe most parents would agree: paying a little extra to ensure our children’s safety is a drop in the ocean compared to the overall cost of the trip. We’re already investing in passports, spending money, insurance, and more, so why not invest in the most critical part: getting them home safely?
I respectfully ask that the school consider the following when booking coach travel:
Where will the driver sleep before the return journey?
Is the driver guaranteed a private, quiet room - not shared with strangers or other staff?
Will the return journey involve overnight driving, and if so, how is fatigue being managed?
Does the tour company follow strict fatigue protocols and support campaigns like Nightcap?
I’m confident that the school shares our commitment to student safety and wellbeing. By asking these questions and choosing responsible travel partners, we can ensure that our children’s trip is memorable for all the right reasons.
Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for all the work that goes into organising these incredible opportunities.

Yours sincerely,  
[Your Name]  
[Your Contact Info]

